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EUROPE FROM 911 TO 1198

The diet at

The letter
from the
Pope, and
its effects

Lothar III had tried the expedient of an imperial rector, and
had appointed duke Conrad of Zahringen; neither he nor
his son Berthold who succeeded him as rector was capable of
mastering the independent nobility. Frederick had held his
court at Besan?on in 1153, but had then contented himself
with receiving the homage of the Burgundian nobles and
enforcing peace. In 1155 he decided on a new policy. First
of all, he made himself acceptable to the powerful episcopate
and won their support by his favours ; secondly, he took the
opportunity of dissensions among the lay nobles to intervene
in person. The heiress to the county of Burgundy, Beatrice,
was in the custody of her uncle, William of Macon, who had
seized her inheritance when his brother Rainald died. The
way was cleared by the death of William of Macon, and
Frederick, who had already divorced his first wife, married
Beatrice in 1156, and thus acquired a considerable domain
and a direct control within the kingdom. The rectorate was
abandoned, and the house of Zahringen compensated by the
extension of its jurisdiction in Switzerland. In October 1157
Frederick came again to Burgundy to impress on its inhabi-
tants the reality of his sovereignty. He was then at the
height of his power, which was acknowledged by all his
neighbours. The king of Denmark was his vassal. The duke
of Poland had just been compelled, after a brief expedition
by Frederick, to do homage and to promise a contingent to
the forthcoming Italian expedition. The king of Hungary
had come in person to Germany and made the same promise.1
The duke of Bohemia, Vladislav II, had proved his loyalty
in the campaign against the Poles; he was to be rewarded
a few months later by his duchy being raised to the rank of
a kingdom. The famous diet which the Emperor now held
at Besangon was attended by all the magnates of the Bur-
gundian kingdom, and Germans and Italians were also present
in large numbers; finally, there were ambassadors from
France, from England, and from Spain. It was one of the
rare moments when the medieval Empire seemed to have a
real significance.

It was into this august assembly that was thrown the
apple of discord which was to inaugurate twenty years of

1 Poland did not fulfil its obligation, but a detachment of Hungarian
archers took part in the expedition under the command of the duke of Austria.